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D r a f t Message t o General Quesnot cn Rwanda 
Peacekeeping 

President M i t t e r r a n d has w r i t t e n t o ask f o r support f o r a UNSC 
r e s o l u t i o n e s t a b l i s h i n g a UN peacekeeping f o r c e i n Rwanda. The 
r e s o l u t i o n i s pending before the Coun c i l ; a f i n a l v o t e i s l i k e l y 
t o take p l a c e on Monday, October 4. The French have a keen 
i n t e r e s t i n t h i s o p e r a t i o n because deployment o f UN tr o o p s t o 
K i g a l i , t h e Rwandan c a p i t a l , would p e r m i t P a r i s t o withdraw 400 
French troops who are c u r r e n t l y t h e r e t o p r o v i d e s e c u r i t y f o r the 
e x p a t r i a t e community. Our mission a t the UN a l s o r e p o r t s t h a t . 

E.O. 13526, 1.4(d) 

While t h i s o p e r a t i o n may have a b e t t e r chance o f success than 
some o t h e r s , the S e c u r i t y Council vote comes a t a d i f f i c u l t 
moment f o r us given our s t a t e d r e l u c t a n c e t o say "yes" t o every 
proposed o p e r a t i o n . We al s o have concerns about t he cos t of the 
mission (our share could exceed $80 m i l l i o n over two years) and 
the f a c t t h a t t h i s o p e r a t i o n w i l l add t o the al r e a d y s u b s t a n t i a l 
burden on the UN's peacekeeping apparatus and budget. I n 
a d d i t i o n , t h e o p e r a t i o n i n v o l v e s disarming and d e m o b i l i z i n g 
t r o o p s , an e f f o r t a t which the UN has had o n l y l i m i t e d success i n 
the past. The UN may al s o have d i f f i c u l t y f i n d i n g enough 
c o u n t r i e s t o provide t r o o p s f o r the o p e r a t i o n . (N.B. U.S. 
tro o p s w i l l n o t p a r t i c i p a t e . Both t he UN and t h e p a r t i e s t o t h e 
c o n f l i c t i n Rwanda understand t h i s . ) 

E.O. 13526, 1.4(d) 
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VIA BLUE CHANNEL 

Dear General Quesnot: 

I thank you f o r President Mitterrand's l e t t e r t o President 
C l i n t o n on the s i t u a t i o n i n Rwanda. I agree w i t h you t h a t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community needs t o support the Arusha accords so 
t h a t e f f o r t s t o b r i n g peace t o Rwanda are not compromised. 

To t h a t end, the U.S. w i l l support a r e s o l u t i o n e s t a b l i s h i n g a UN 
force i n Rwanda, provided of course t h a t our concerns about the 
mission's mandate and cost are resolved i n a s a t i s f a c t o r y manner. 
As President C l i n t o n made cl e a r i n h i s remarks t o the UNGA, i t i s 
imperative t h a t we consider a l l aspects of an operation before we 
move to a f i n a l vote. I g r e a t l y appreciate your government's 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o accept a short delay i n the Council's f i n a l vote 
on t h i s matter so t h a t we can address the issues t h a t concern the 
U.S. 

I understand t h a t deployment of a UN force w i l l permit France t o 
withdraw i t s forces from Rwanda. I hope you can also t e l l the UN 
t h a t the c r e a t i o n of a UN force i n Rwanda can permit French 
forces t o remain i n Somalia beyond the end of the year. As you 
know, I t h i n k i t i s v i t a l t h a t the Secretary General's e f f o r t s i n 
Somalia receive the continuing strong support of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. Let me close by thanking you f o r your 
help i n ensuring t h a t cooperation between France and the U.S. on 
peacekeeping matters around the world remains strong. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Lake 
A s s i s t a n t t o t h e P r e s i d e n t 

f o r N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y A f f a i r s 
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